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EDT 210

Podcast Lesson Plan

Researching and Podcasting

Grade: 5th Grade

Standards/Benchmark:

Science 
Standard IV.2 Changes in Matter All students will investigate, describe and analyze ways in which matter changes; describe how living things and human technology change matter and transform energy; explain how visible changes in matter are related to atoms and molecules; and how changes in matter are related to changes in energy. Physical, chemical, and nuclear interactions of matter and energy bring about all of the changes we observe in the physical world.


Standard V.2 The Hydrosphere All students will demonstrate where water is found on earth; describe the characteristics of water and how water moves; and analyze the interaction of human activities with the hydrosphere.

Language Arts
Voice: Standard ELA.6 All students will learn to communicate information accurately and effectively and demonstrate their expressive abilities by creating oral, written, and visual texts that enlighten and engage an audience.

Benchmark ELA.11.LE.2 Identify and use the kinds of resources that are most useful and most readily available for the particular questions or topics they wish to investigate. Examples include knowledgeable people, field trips, tables of contents, indexes, glossaries, icons/headings, hypertext, storage addresses, CD-ROM/laser disks, electronic mail, and library catalogue databases.

Benchmark ELA.11.LE.3 Organize and analyze information to draw conclusions and implications based on their investigation of an issue or problem.

Benchmark ELA.11.LE.4 Using multiple media, develop and present a short presentation to communicate conclusions based on the investigation of an issue or problem. Examples include charts, posters, transparencies, audio tapes, videos, and diagrams.
Technology

Standard 2: Using Information Technologies All students will use technologies to input, retrieve, organize, manipulate, evaluate, and communicate information.

Standard 3: Applying Appropriate Technologies All students will apply appropriate technologies to critical thinking, creative expression, and decision-making skills.

This lesson will provide students with an opportunity to learn more about the specific events that lead to America's involvement in the Vietnam War and the key decisions that were made throughout the duration of that conflict.  Students will develop a basic knowledge of creating and publishing a podcast and practice the important skills of conducting researching, synthesizing information and creative/informational writing.

Objectives: Students will be able to name the parts of the water cycle.They should also choose one part of the water cycle and be able to describe this part in depth. They will also use technology (podcasting) as a method by which to inform the other students about their research findings.
Lesson: Students will be split into groups and each group will be assigned a major portion of the water cycle. These major portions are evaporation, condensation, precipitation and collection. They will research this portion of the water cycle and will prepare a podcast and research paper of their topic. The major questions that each pair needs to answer are:
1.) Where does their topic fit into the water cycle?

2.) What purpose does it have?

3.) What is the definition of their topic?

4.) What factors affect their topic?

Students will then be assigned a computer time slot. During this time students will do the research, write up the report to be turned in with the podcast and they will need to record their podcast. The report is to include the answers to the four questions and at least three other interesting facts. There should also be a bibliography to show what sources the students used for finding their water cycle information. The teacher will provide websites for the students if they wish to limit their options. Science text books can also be used.
Podcasting: The purpose of podcasting during this lesson is to enhance the students’ presentation skills and technology skills. They will write their information and present it. Example podcasts should be played for the students so they understand what they are creating. Once they have heard an example of a podcast, they will be given the time to write the scripts. They will work on important communication skills on this podcast as they will have to think about communicating with other students.
Assessment: Students will be assessed in a variety of ways on this assignment. They will be assessed on their podcast and they will be assessed on the quality of their research report. There should be no spelling errors, no grammar errors and the information that is written, should be correct. All of the paper requirements should also be met with the paper. The podcast should play correctly and should be of good audio quality. Any sound effects included, should play properly and should be of good quality. Sound effects should also enhance the podcast rather then distract from the content. Students will also present the podcast to the class and other students should understand what information is being presented.
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